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David Bochna 


P.O. Box 1450 
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36,735 


This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. 1.114 of the above-identified application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) practice under 37 CFR 1 .1 14 does not apply to any utility or plant application filed prior to June 8, 1995, or to any 
design application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to be submitted to the USPTO) on page 2.. 



I Submission required under 37 C.F.R. 1.114 | Note: if the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendments and 
amendments enclosed with the RCE will be entered in the order in which they were filed unless applicant instructs otherwise. If applicant does not wish 
to have any previously filed unentered amendment(s) entered, applicant must request non-entry of such amendment(s). 

a. n Previously submitted. If a final Office action is outstanding, any amendments filed after the final Office action may be considered as a 
submission even if this box is not checked. 
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Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. 1 .1 03(c) for a period of , 
suspension shall not exceed 3 ninths; Fee under 37 C.F.R. 1.17(i) required) 
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I Fees I The RCE fee under 37 C.F.R. 1 .17(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. 1 .1 14 when the RCE is filed. 
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of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop Patent 
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In re Application of: 

Paul David Metcalfe 

Serial No.: 09/381,508 

Confirnnation No.: 4047 

Filed: September 21, 1999 

For: Expandable Slotted Tubing 
String And Method For 
Connecting Such A Tubing 
String 
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Commissioner for Patents 
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Group Art Unit: 3679 
Examiner: David Bochna 
Customer No.: 36,735 
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37 CFR 1.10 

bygertijy that this correspondence is being deposited on 
^Ot^J with the United 



States Postal Service in an envelope as "Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee," mailing label no. EV351031 1 15US 
addressed to: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Date 
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RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION DATED JUNE 18, 2003 



In response to the Final Office Action dated June 18, 2003, having a shortened 
statutory period for response set to expire on September 18, 2003, please enter this 
response and reconsider the claims pending in the application for reasons discussed 
below. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge counsel's Deposit Account 
No. 20-0782/WEAT/0076/WBP in the amount of $168.00 for two additional 
independent claims and for any other fees necessary to make this response timely and 
acceptable to the Office. 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing of claims beginning on 
page 2. 

Remarks begin on page 5. 
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